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Swedish Club’s Pancakes Make News!

Our Mission
To promote better understanding
between the United States and
the Nordic countries, with
emphasis on Sweden, and to
perpetuate Nordic culture
and traditions through the
teaching, observance, practice
and celebration of this culture
and its traditions.

O

nce again, the club’s Swedish pancake-flipping
drill team wowed the crowds lined up to
watch the Norwegian Syttendemai parade in Ballard
on May 17. Thank you to Marci Larsson, who
called the drills and organized the practices.
Incidentally, Swedish Cultural Center member Karen
Pauley was an M.C. for the parade this year, but
that probably had nothing to do with our winning
first prize in the novelty section of the parade for
the second year in a row!
Speaking of pancakes, our KCTS public
television star pancake flippers Birgit Amundson
and Margaret Lidberg can be seen at kcts9.org/
kcts-9-cooks/15-delicious-years, demonstrating
Swedish pancakes for host George Ray. Scroll down
to find our segment. You won’t be able to find the
show on TV, since the taping was done to create a
promo for the overall shows and recipe book, not
as a regular broadcast show. Thanks to KCTS for
making our cooks the stars we know they are!
Continued on p. 4

Top: United they stand! Our pancake drill team
brought home the bacon from the annual
Norway Day parade. Above: No pancake—or no
neighborhood—is safe from the blue aprons!
Photos: Susie Larsson.
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Executive Director’s Notes

W

hen you talk to longtime members or
read old club newsletters, you realize
that we’ve been through many stages at the
Swedish Cultural Center and we’ve weathered
them all. I believe we’ll also weather our
current stage of extreme belt-tightening,
which came about as a result of the considerable budget shortfall of 2010 and the bank
loans that became necessary.
The Board’s instructions to me to “do
less with less” don’t mean that we’ve quit
having quality programs, or stopped offering
delicious food and fun in the Friday Kafé and
Happy Hour—or that we no longer attract
new members. Au contraire! Those things are
still happening. But it does mean that we find
new ways to run our organization. Now that
two of us (Facilities Manager Kyle Feldman
and I) are doing what four full-time office
staff used to do, we’ve learned to say thank
you every single day to the faithful volunteers
who help us out: Birgit Amundson,
Allison Bishop, and Berit Lehner answer
phones and do other office tasks; Alana
Brandstrom and Jan Sullivan come in

every Monday to process our renewal letters
and membership cards; Niki Riley answers
our phone when she’s not doing her regular
job of guiding tours around Seattle; Jolene
Aldridge welcomes Friday evening guests
and sells dinners; and Julie Albright comes
in periodically to catch us up on tasks. Eva
Long continues to beautify our landscaping
on a weekly basis; Laurie Arst processes
books donated to the library; Alan McCool
does genealogy research for members every
Friday; and Dave and Katie Knien show
our Friday matinees. Board member Sara
Lightle plans Happy Hours, and other Board
members pitch in according to their particular skills. If I’ve neglected to add your name,
I’m sorry. We couldn’t do it without every
single one of you!
But what’s the future as we work through
the financial issues? Everyone who has
wrestled with a budget knows that the
struggle is twofold. One part is to stop what
goes out, and the other is to increase what
comes in. We have gotten a handle on the
outflow. Salaries are always the biggest part of
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Let’s Go Retro!

G

ot a skinny tie you don’t know what to do with? Or, been wondering how to get in
the mood for the ’60s-era celebration at annual auction on Sept. 24, “Seattle in the
’60s”? Join us at 7:30 p.m. on Friday evenings in the library to watch the first season of
“Mad Men,” the television series set in the 1960s. Are you required to dress ’60s-style to
watch? Nah, but it is a lot more fun. Or just come to remember how it was back then. Or,
actually, how it wasn’t! It’s free and there’s no need to RSVP. Just come and hang out with
those who are watching it.
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an organization’s budget, and we’ve cut salaries to the bone. (Incidentally, we have not cut our maintenance staff, since a clean, well-maintained building is integral to rentals, which we need!) We’ve cut all
other expenses, while leaving services intact. For the most part, I think
that members and visitors won’t notice the reductions in expenses
we’re making, and the volunteers and I are willing to work very hard
to create an economically viable club for the sake of its future.
But what about the income part of the equation? That’s where
you come in. One member has donated $10,000. Now he’s challenging others to step up and make a similar donation, or a few of you
to go together to match his gift. We also urge you to get involved in
the decision-making at the Center. Offer to be on the new committees that the board has implemented (Membership, Finance, Programs, Fundraising, Nominating & Governance, Building & Systems)
so that you can ask questions and offer suggestions. Help us rent the
building by suggesting to your company or your family that the
SCC is a great place for events.
Will we get through this immediately? No, we won’t. The bank
loans are scheduled to be paid back over several years, so this will be
with us for a while. But so will our outstanding role in the Scandinavian-American community, our breathtaking view of Lake Union and
downtown, our beautiful mid-century building, and our devoted
members. We’re in it for the long haul, and we’re glad you are too.
K ristine Leander
Executive Director, Swedish Cultural Center
kristine@swedishculturalcenter.org

Meet Our New Board Members!

T

he bylaws of the Swedish Cultural Center were changed a year
ago to allow as many as 18 Board members, rather than the
previous limit of 12. Some members resigned during the year, and
others’ terms ended, so we had the opportunity to take on a
somewhat larger group of new Board members this past month.
Terry Anderson has a Ph.D. in psychology and works for a
pharmacological company. She travels frequently for her job, but
she’s often available for the registration desk at various events, such
as the pancake breakfasts. She’s the single mom to two adult sons.
Terry’s interest is in helping the SCC in our volunteer management.
Michael Edlund was born in Lapland, Sweden, but now lives
in Seattle. His field is technology, but his interests are hockey, music,
running, etc. In the short term, what makes him very valuable to the
SCC is that he lives in the same building as Seattle Sounders

Another Way to Help the Club!
If you’re over 70½ years of age and have an IRA, you’re
required to withdraw a certain amount every year. Part
of that withdrawal can be designated as a gift to the SCC,
and you will not be taxed on it. You’ll get a tax benefit
by helping the club. Donating just doesn’t get any better
than that. Talk to your tax advisor about it.
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midfielder Erik Friberg, but we’re sure that Michael will prove his
worth far beyond the value of his condo connection!
Jahn Hedburg is Seattle’s Honorary Swedish Consul Emeritus
and a former member as well as president of the SCC Board. He and
his wife Margareta were both born in Sweden and since moving to
the States, have been well-connected members of the SwedishAmerican community. Jahn’s former employer was SAS and he’s also
a gifted soloist. We anticipate Jahn will be very involved in the club’s
fundraising.
Laura Wideburg is familiar to many members, particularly
those who joined through a language class. Laura has a Ph.D. in
medieval languages and teaches Swedish classes here and elsewhere
around the city. She is also an award-winning Swedish-to-English
translator and plans our educational program at the Center. She’s
married and has two children.
Peter Wigren is a Swedish national who has the distinction of
living in both Seattle and Chicago. He’s been active in Chicago’s
Swedish American Chamber of Commerce, and commutes often
between his two homes. Together with his wife, LaManda, he
promises to help us improve our technology.
With ongoing members Bob Blair, Judy Nilsen Cooper,
Karl Larsson, Sara Lightle, Erik Pihl, Bud Saxberg, Erik
Sundholm, Don Wahlquist, and Carl Westerdahl, this
Board will chart the course of the club for the next year.

Farewell to Florence

W

e were saddened to learn that Florence Lundquist, a great
supporter of both the Swedish Cultural Center and the
Nordic Heritage Museum, passed away in May. Florence was born in
Seattle to Swedish immigrants. She worked at Perkins Coie for 37
years, starting when it was a small company. An excellent secretary,
Florence was wooed to Boeing for a few months, but she returned
to Perkins Coie, delighted that she could once again visit Frederick &
Nelson for lunch. She was proud of the fact that although she never
married, she worked for attorneys who trusted her to balance their
checkbooks and shop for their wives! She also had many other
interests during her lifetime, such as weaving, bonsai, knitting,
traveling, etc. Florence’s
health waned toward the
end of her life, but she
turned out to be a real
comeback kid, weathering serious health
challenges and then
returning to full
functioning, to the
amazement of her
friends. The photo at
right was taken on her
90th birthday.
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SCC Announces
News about, or in the interest
of our members...
The Swedish Cultural Center
announces 1,115 member households.
New Members
Jolene Aldridge
Roger Arnold
Bob Balsley and Karen Lutz
Birgitta Beck
Larry Benson
Valerie Berg
LoraLee DeShazor
Patrick Dolan
Kevin Donahoe
Richard Earl
Kimberly Earles
Brian and Maureen Englund
Peter Enquist
Kyle and Sarah Feldman
Sandra Fischer
Gordon Fouts
Vivian German
Hope M. Glaister and Jeffrey Baker
Carol Graves
Brad Gregory
Carla Hart
Karl Hirschman and Kristy Smith
Sharon Hitsman
Sue Holt
Blake Stewart Hughes
Paul R. and Sharron Hunter
Kenneth Hylbak
Peter Jackson and Laura Werner
Ronald C. Johanson
Ellen L. Johnson
Darlene Kenney
Karen Koon and Brad Edwards
Bradly B. and Nancy Leff
Christopher Maher and Miranda
Berner
Karen, Vince, and Jerre Manarolla
Eva Mannisto
Bradley B. Mason
Tim Mason
Karin Mellskog
Michael and Diane McInerny
Richard E. & Tina Mobley
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PANCAKES
Continued from p. 1
There are even more pancakes to look forward to. The Seattle Times is doing a story on
our pancake breakfasts as part of its series on communities. It will be in the Sunday magazine
section in August. Award-winning photographer Alan Berner took the photos, so we look
forward to a beautiful story. Thank you to all the volunteers who faithfully make our pancake
breakfasts the big success that they are, the first Sunday of every month. You help us put the
Swedish Cultural Center’s pancakes on the map! And if you just can’t get enough pancakes, just
like last year, we’re adding a pancake breakfast in August. Some of our usual volunteers will be
gone on holidays, so we can use extra help. This is a wonderful time to try out being a
pancake volunteer,: the crowd is lighter and they all have their summer-friendly smiles on.
Contact rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090 to volunteer.

Introducing Erik Friberg

E

rik Friberg is the Seattle Sounders’
newest player from Sweden. You
can watch him play later this month
and then meet him at the Swedish
club the next evening. First, attend
the game at 7 p.m. on Thursday, June
23, with your friends from the
Swedish Cultural Center. We have a
block of tickets in section 100 for
the Sounders’ match against the New
York Red Bulls, one of the most
popular MLS teams. Their star player,
Thierry Henry, won a World Cup
with the French national team and
was a star in Europe with FC
Barcelona and Arsenal (where he was
a teammate of former Sounder
Freddie Ljungberg). Red Bulls coach
Hans Backe is also a Swede. E-mail,
call, or drop by the Center to buy
Seattle midfielder Erik Friberg in action against
your tickets for $28 each. You can sit the Chicago Fire. Meet Erik at our Midsommar
celebration on June 24. Photo: Jim Culp.
with friends, and there are no
tacked-on charges! 206-283-1090 or
rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org. Erik
will also attend our Midsommar evening on Friday, June 24. Come by and meet him for photos
and autographs. This club event is particularly for youngsters to have a chance at an encounter
with Erik.

Volunteers—We Need You!

A

nthropologist Margaret Mead is often quoted as saying, “Never doubt that a small group of
thoughtful, committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it is the only thing that ever
has.” We’re not asking you to change the world, but we hope some of you will help make changes
at the Swedish Cultural Center. We need a few caring people to join us in these endeavors:
1. A gardening work day. Our usual volunteer gardener par excellence, Eva Long, will be gone
during June. Can anyone step forward to assemble a work party? We need a leader as well
as several folks willing to pitch in and get their hands dirty.
2. Friday evening volunteers to sign in members and guests to Happy Hour, sell dinner tickets, etc.
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3.
4.
5.
6.

Office reception staff with current computer skills.
Pancake breakfast helpers for the first Sunday of every month, except July.
Someone to show our film the third Wednesday evening of every month.
Auction volunteers. There are a slew of tasks to pull off the biggest fundraiser of the year!

If none of these jobs appeal to you, come in and talk to us and we’ll find something else for
you to do. We need you, that’s for sure! And you’ll have fun at it. Your gift of time and energy
is priceless to our task of creating community and building the club.

Kip Toner Creates Auction Buzz

S

eattle in the ‘60s” might be
the theme for the annual
auction on Saturday, Sept. 24.
But when it comes to auction
donations, this year’s motto is
“quality over quantity.” We’re
aiming high! Our new
auctioneer, Kip Toner, will
kick-start the treasure hunt
for high-end donations by
sharing his insider secrets for
finding them—and for
Kip Toner is a legend on the local nonprofit auction
making the process fun too!
scene. With Kip’s involvement, we expect to put
“We’re impressed with
together our best auction ever.
Kip’s track record,” says SCC
Auction Co-chair Kelly
Hughes. “His company helps bring in big bucks for the Nordic Heritage Museum. And we’re
ready to learn his strategies for making our own auction the most successful ever. Our goal is
to set a fundraising record this year.”
You’re invited to the auction kickoff event, where we’ll join Kip at the beautiful north
Seattle home of Jane Isakson Lea and her husband Jim Lea at 11 a.m. on Saturday, June 11.
The other Auction Co-chair, Judy Cooper, reports that Jane and Jim have invited the auction
volunteers to their architect-designed, mid-century home with fabulous views just to get us all
in the mood for the exciting era of the 1960s and to show their support for the auction and
the fundraising efforts at the club. There will be a beautiful home to enjoy, good food, strong
coffee, and an inspiring presentation by Mr. Toner.
“We know so many people want to help with the auction, but often don’t know where to
start,” says Hughes. “So we urge members to take advantage of this rare opportunity to be trained
by a pro. And it will make it a lot more fun for you when you go out into the community and
find unique items for our auction. I can’t wait to see what people come up with this year.”
If you can attend the kickoff event (we hope that brand new volunteers will come too!)
please RSVP by June 9 to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or calling 206-283-1090. We hope
to see you there.

We’ll Miss You, Jessimai

S

CC members will be saddened to learn that Jessimai Strange passed away last month.
Jessimai and her husband of 62 years, Byron Strange, were strong supporters of the
Swedish Cultural Center. After graduating from college in journalism, Jessimai worked for a
magazine. She went on to get her MBA from the UW and opened her own tax and accounting
practice while also supporting Byron as a Pizza Hut franchisee and small business owner. Pizza
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SCC Announces, cont.
Peder Nelson
Dean Nordstrom and Mary Streatch
Terry Nordstrom
Allan and Inger Osberg
Chelsea Osterhout
Sheila Parker
Adrian & Janet Pawlowski
Andrea Pina
Ronald Portin
Dianna Potter
Tiia-Mai Redditt
Joan and Don Roberts
Andrew and Aubrey Rosenkranz
Gretchen Swanson Rosoff and
Leonard Rosoff
Andrew Ross
Brian Rumberg and
Katie Gjording
Lynne M. Simcox
George Smith
Elisabeth L. and Randy Stuller
Einar and Marlys Svensson
Coralie Swanson
James and Suzanne Swanson
Thomas Swanson
Bonnie Taylor and Bruce Bare
Kimberly and Collin Topolski
Elaine Utgard
Pat Vane
Aurora Vidin
Bonnie Williams and Doris Williams
Dave Wolter
New Address?
Send your address changes or
corrections to:
Swedish Cultural Center
Attn: Address Change
1920 Dexter Ave. N.
Seattle, WA 98109
Or you can e-mail to
info@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Let us know if we left out your
information by mistake.
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Building a Viking Ship by Hand? That’s for Kids

W

e don’t know exactly what Goethe had in
mind when he wrote, “Whatever you can
do, or dream you can, begin it. Boldness has
genius and power and magic in it.” But he just
might have been thinking about, for example,
building a full-size Viking ship with hand tools.
That’s what Geoff Briggs and Dave Knudsen
are doing in Anacortes. Their 56-foot replica of a
Viking vessel will be assembled in the traditional
way, just as the originals were 1,000 years ago,
with klinker-style planking on oak frames, held
together with hand-fastened rivets and lots of
pine tar. They have gathered oak logs from
Oregon and cedar planking from Canada, sawn
them, and split them into the material needed for
the ship.
But wait—you haven’t heard the most
audacious part of the plan yet. Geoff and Dave
are doing this to provide a unique, life-changing
experience for youth by inviting them to sail the ship, on adventures arranged by their organization, W.I.L.D. Expeditions.
This project started when the two began talking about finding a way to help youth in the
Northwest, based on Dave’s 40 years of experience running backcountry canoe camps. With roots
in Denmark , Dave had always dreamed of sailing a Viking ship. And Geoff had always wanted to
get youth involved in shipbuilding. They got so excited about this project, people started calling
them crazy. But find out for yourself. Geoff Briggs will come to the club on Friday, June 10. This is
the last evening of our Viking DVD series at 5:30 p.m. After a quick dinner upstairs, you’re invited
to hear Geoff at 7:30 p.m. Odin Brewery will bring a keg and celebrate the Vikings with us as we
learn about Geoff’s bold plan to build a Viking ship and involve youth in outdoor adventures. $10
admission includes Odin beer. Visit www.wildexpeditions.org for more information on the project.

Hut restaurants originated in Kansas, where Jessimai and Byron met as
high school sweethearts. They married and relocated to Washington
state, where they opened up the Northwest to Pizza Hut. Jessimai was
a strong supporter of women in business and an activist for women’s
rights. Her family and friends will miss her generous spirit and broad
smiles as well as her open-hearted contributions to her favorite causes.

Celebrate Sweden the SCC Way

S

veriges nationaldag, June 6, was celebrated for the first time in
1916, marking the day in 1523 that Gustaf Vasa, founder of the
Swedish nation, rode into Stockholm to be crowned king, ending the
Kalmar Union with Denmark. The day also commemorates the
establishment of the Swedish constitution in 1809.
Nowadays on June 6, the King presents flags to various service
organizations, the flag is flown on all public flagpoles and buildings,
and there are parades, music, and speeches in most communities. If
you own a Swedish flag, you surely ought to display it on June 6.
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W.I.L.D. Expeditions will help
youth bring out their inner
Vikings by building and sailing
this replica ship.

Here at the Center, our National Day celebration falls on
Saturday, June 4, with our customary car show. While Gustaf Vasa
probably rode a horse into Stockholm, somehow the idea of arrival,
even by car, seems appropriate. And we wouldn’t be Americans,
would we, unless we added our own touch to the celebration?
Our special day at the Center will include:
• A car wash from 11:30 to 2:30 in the alley behind the Center. You’ll
be supporting a local girls’ soccer team raising funds for a trip to
Sweden to play in a soccer tournament. Come and get your car
really clean with the help of some Sweden-bound 13-year-olds!
• A Swedish car show from 12 noon to 4 p.m., showcasing classic
Saabs and Volvos. If you want to bring your Swedish car, contact
Dick Libby at volvodick@comcast.net or 206-365-5742.
• Swedish food in the bar all afternoon, featuring our famous Friday
Kafé menu. Get your car washed, then admire the Swedish cars
and relax with a cool beer, a great sandwich, and one of our
famous Swedish desserts.

june 2011

Good Reading, Great Eating

G

uests at the Members & Friends Dinner on Wednesday, June
1, will be treated to an author talk. If you miss the talk, you
can purchase the book from local booksellers, such as the Nordic
Heritage Museum gift shop. The Legacy of Ida Lillbroända is a
compelling story about a young girl’s trek from Finland to realize
her “American Dream” on a farm in the fertile Skagit Valley. Her
granddaughter, SCC member Arlene Sundquist Empie, traces
17-year-old Ida Maria Andersdotter Lillbroända’s trek across
North America—from her disappointing 1893 arrival in Quebec,
where she is quarantined because of diphtheria aboard ship, to
Minnesota and then Colorado, where she marries a miner and
manages a boarding house. When they visit Finland in 1901 her
husband urges her to remain there, but Swedish-speaking Ida
Maria responds adamantly, “Till Amerika vi gå.” Finland is an
autonomous Grand Duchy under Russian rule; her husband lacks
appropriate papers, but Ida Maria manages to get him aboard the
ship to America. The Legacy of Ida Lillbroända retraces the life of
an ordinary individual who attains extraordinary achievements in
her time and place.
Three-course meal by Chef Pidor for $18. RSVP to rsvp@
swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-283-1090 by Tuesday, May 31.
Late RSVPs and walk-ins $22. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Real Swedish Cuisine
We know from your comments that you are enjoying the food at
the monthly Members & Friends Dinner. Berit Lehner, one of
our Swedish language class instructors and a regular office
volunteer, has been helping Chef Pidor of As You Like It Catering
to come up with true husmanskost (traditional Swedish cuisine)
menus. The word husmanskost comes from husman, meaning
“house owner,” and kost, meaning “food.” The term was originally
used for the simple and delicious countryside food available
outside of towns. Genuine Swedish husmanskost uses predominantly local ingredients such as pork in all forms, fish, grains such
as rye, milk and dairy products, potatoes and other root vegetables, onions, berries, apples, etc. Swedes have adopted some
foreign influences, ranging from cabbage rolls during the 17th and
18th centuries to more recent favorites such as pizza, which today
is very popular in Sweden. Our menus for the next two dinners,
at right, are representative of husmanskost with a new twist. Since
we’ve heard from you that the portions have been too large in
the past, we’re also working to cut down the serving sizes, but
you’re welcome to ask for second helpings as long as they are
available.
If you have other suggestions about the food served at the
Members & Friends Dinner, we’d love to hear about them! Just
e-mail info@swedishculturalcenter.org or call the office at
206-283-1090. Smaklig måltid! (Bon appetit!)
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June 1, 2011
Limpa med smör
Limpa bread with butter

July 6, 2011
Limpa med smör
Limpa bread with butter

Grönsallad med
lingonvinägrett
Green salad with lingonberry
vinaigrette

Gurksallad
Cucumber salad

Kålinbakad torsk med rostad
vitlök/gräddsås
Cabbage wrapped cod with
roasted garlic cream sauce
Glaserade morötter
Glazed carrots
Rostad “Yukon gold” potatis
Roasted Yukon gold potatoes
Krisp med bär och vispgrädde
Berry crisp with whipped cream

Fylld Fläskkarré med
soltorkade tomater/gräddsås
Stuffed pork loin with
sundried tomato
cream sauce
Rostad “cipollini” lök
Roasted cipollini onions
Kokt potatis
Boiled potatoes
Sockerkaka med bär och
vispgrädde
Pound cake parfait
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• A program starting at 5 p.m.
with music by the Swedish
Women’s Chorus and Svea
Male Chorus, dancing by
Nordiska Folkdancers, and
music by Lilla Spelmanslag—a
group of young violinists, 8 to
18, based at the Nordic
Heritage Museum, who play
traditional Scandinavian music. Imported Food and Gifts from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, Finland, and Iceland
• A delicious dinner prepared by
www.scanspecialties.com
Ann-Margret and Malin of
scalloped potatoes with
salmon and dill, salad, and
bread. Dinner is $20 and
dessert will be a fun bidding
opportunity for desserts
baked by various members.
The winners of the annual
Swede Deal raffle will be
drawn, and Swedish Consul
Lars Jonsson will announce the club’s Swede of the Year,
selected by Board President Susan Ramstead.
• You can turn in your raffle tickets until the very last
moment and still have a chance to win. Representatives
from our prize donors will be on hand to pull the
winning tickets for a trip to Sweden for two on
Icelandair, a $250 gift certificate from Scandinavian
Specialties in Ballard, or a $100 savings account at
Viking Bank.

Midsommar x 3

S

ince ancient times, Swedes have raised the majstång
(maypole) at midsommar. It’s one of the delightful ways
the pagan past continues to weave itself into modern
Swedish life—and the obvious symbol of fertility, bedecked
with fresh summer flowers, only increases the fun! Swedes
in the Northwest have three opportunities to celebrate the
summer solstice and dance around the pole. The first is
Father’s Day, Sunday, June 19, at Vasa Park on the west side
of Lake Sammamish at 3560 W. Lake Sammamish Parkway
SE in Bellevue. Children’s activities are featured, along with the
traditional majstång, Scandinavian crafts, Swedish pancakes, swimming in the lake, and dancing around the pool. The event is free. For
more information, visit www.vasaparkresort.com.
The second opportunity is at the Center, where you can
celebrate midsommar during Happy Hour on Friday, June 24. The
pole will be raised by 4 p.m. and ready for your help to decorate it.
A traditional smörgåsbord of Swedish summer food, including
herring, potatoes, and strawberries, all prepared by Ann-Margret
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Dancers live it up around the SCC’s majstång at the club last
June. There’s plenty of room for you!

and Malin, will be available for your enjoyment too. Swedish
Sounders player Erik Friberg will be with us to meet members and
their children.
The third is Scandia’s Midsommarfest on Sunday, June 26, at St.
Edward State Park in Kenmore. Decorating and raising the pole and
then dancing around it in costume are definitely the focus of the
day. Talented musicians and performers and a spectacular array of
Scandinavian costumes make the trip worthwhile. For more
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Swedes of the Year
Thank you to Birgit Amundson and Bengt Hag (pictured
here with Sweden’s Crown Princess Victoria), our
Swedes of the Year for 2010–2011. The Swede(s) of the
Year are chosen by the SCC President for their longstanding dedication and generosity to the club. Come to
the National Day celebration on June 4 to learn who the
Swede of the Year is for 2011–2012.
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Fourth of July 2011 at the Swedish Cultural Center
Thanks to the generosity of many local corporations, foundations, and
individuals, the Seattle fireworks tradition is on for another year. The
pyrotechnic barge sits in Lake
Union, right in front of our building,
so we can offer you the best seat in
the basin. Feast on a classic picnic
dinner with all-American fare, plus
a few Swedish offerings, such as the
best meatballs in Seattle. Enjoy three
floors of fun for all ages: swing and
big band dancing on the main level,
contemporary music and karaoke on the top floor, a pie walk, face painting,
movies for the kids, and the seventh annual Cherry Pit Spitting Contest.
There’s even an after-fireworks dessert while the traffic melts away. All for
$39 for adults and $16 for kids. Oh yes, the sweetest part: free parking.
Prepaid reservations required: 206-523-9570.
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information, visit www.skandia-folkdance.org. All of the events
welcome children, and embrace native Swedes as well as those just
beginning to explore their Swedish heritage. Be really Swedish this
year and join one of the midsommar events here in the Northwest!

Translators Wanted

SWEDISH CULTURAL CENTER’S
GALA AUCTION
Saturday, Sept. 24, 2011

R

osetta Stone Studio is searching for native speakers to facilitate
a series of energetic online language classes for beginning to
advanced students. Prior experience in foreign language teaching is
welcome, but not required. Applicants must be native speakers of
Swedish; have a minimum of a 2-year college degree or equivalent;
be comfortable with technology; have access to broadband
Internet from a personal computer; be able to work 10–20 hours
weekly with a flexible schedule to accommodate students; be able
to work overnight hours between 12 a.m. and 8 a.m. as well as
weekend hours; and live within a 50-mile radius of Seattle. You can
earn up to $18 an hour while working in the comfort of your own
home. If interested, please apply below and make sure to attach a
résumé and professional headshot photo of yourself.
Rosetta Stone is an Equal Opportunity Employer. All qualified
applicants will receive consideration for employment without
regard to race, color, religion, sex, sexual orientation, national
origin, age, disability, veteran status, or any other status protected
by federal, state ,or local laws. Visit http://bit.ly/imFhHL to apply.

TLE
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Every Friday. Swedish Kafé & Happy Hour!
Smörgås sandwiches, Swedish meatballs, and homemade pastries. Kafé
starts 12 noon. Evening food by Chef Ann-Margret and Malin starts at
6 p.m. Check the menu: www.swedishculturalcenter.org.
Every Friday. Library & Genealogy.
Our Friday librarian and genealogist will guide your research or help
you find a book. 1:30–3:30 p.m.
Every Friday. Mad Men.
Just to get in the mood for the auction on Sept. 24, we’re showing
the TV series “Mad Men” in the library. 7:30 until June 17, when it
will start at 7 p.m. for the rest of the summer.
Friday Matinees.
Films with English subtitles. $5 donation. 2 p.m. Come early for
lunch in our Kafé.
• June 3. Danish film: Kira’s Reason.
• June 10. Swedish film by Bergman with Liv Ullman: Faithless.
• June 17. American film: A Small Act.
• June 24. Finnish film: The Match Factory Girl.
Saturday, June 4. Swedish National Day.
Car wash by Sweden-bound girls’ soccer team from 11:30 to 2:30.
Swedish car show from 12 noon to 4 p.m., with vintage Saabs and
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Volvos from the 1960s and early ’70s. Crown Room lounge open for
drinks and Swedish cold food from 12 noon on. Dinner by AnnMargret and Malin and program featuring Lilla Spelmanslag, Nordiska
Folkdancers, Swedish Women’s Chorus and Svea Male Chorus at 5
p.m. Swedish consul Lars Jonsson announces Swede of the Year. $20.
RSVP: 206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Sunday, June 5. Swedish Pancakes.
Music by Trella & Friends, Folk Voice Band, and Smilin’ Scandinavians. Authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, and all the
right fixin’s. $9 guests, $6 SCC members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.
until 1:30 p.m. Stay for genealogy help afterward in the SFHS offices.
Tuesday, June 7. Ladies Auxiliary.
Support the club and enjoy the company of others. Join us in the
library every first Tuesday of the month at 10 a.m. (except July and
August). Today is a potluck to celebrate the end of the season.
Friday, June 10. Viking Program.
Come for the last of the Viking series (until next fall) at 5:30 and
stay to hear Geoff Briggs, who is building a Viking replica ship in
Anacortes. He’ll tell us about his project at 7:30 p.m. For a $10
donation, you’ll get to hear Geoff’s talk and have a generous sample
of Odin beer, thanks to Odin Brewery!
Continued on p. 12
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Hemlandsnytt
News from the homeland
A column of current Swedish news topics, taken from
Swedish news media.
Compiled by Gunnar Wallin

New player: Saab dumped one unknown partner and started
negotiating with another—Hawtai, a Chinese automotive company—a few weeks ago. The name of the first partner was never
disclosed, even though it was originally chosen as “Preferred Bidder.”
Now it’s gone from the bidding table and Saab is close to bankruptcy. Many within the auto world are surprised over the sudden entry
of the unknown Hawtai into the Saab soap opera.
Gourmet: In the Laotian capital of Vientiane, anyone who would
like to skip the noodles can instead savor French food, or Italian—or
why not a Swedish semla? At the Scandinavian Bakery, the aroma of
newly baked buns and fresh Swedish coffee welcomes visitors who
seek to escape the city’s humid heat. For 16 years, owner Sune
Wissmar has catered to tourists from around the world. Sune and his
son David also operate a pizza chain called Swedish Pizza and
Baking House.
Up: The total passenger load on Scandinavian Airlines System, or
SAS, increased in April by 35.3 percent compared to the same month
a year ago, which was heavily affected by the ash cloud from the
Iceland volcano. Capacity rose by 26.7 percent and the so-called
“cabin factor,” showing how full the aircraft are, rose by 4.7 percent.
Suckers: Bloodsuckers, that is. They are irreplaceable in the care of
certain injuries. Take, for example, the home carpenter who nearly
saws off his thumb. His friend is a small black critter called a leech,

which thrives on sucking the blood of larger animals. Leech saliva
contains several helpful compounds that promote blood flow and
wound healing. This makes them indispensable in reattachment
surgery, according to Eva Stridsberg, head nurse at the Skånes
University Hospital in Malmö, Sweden’s largest center for hand
surgery, where leeches have been used to treat reattached fingers
and hands since the 1980s.
Grattis: King Carl Gustaf, who turned 65 on April 30, was feted
by members of his family and a large crowd at the Royal Palace in
Stockholm. The king was cheered and received scores of flowers
and cards from children, who lined up in the outer courtyard to
greet him. Looking on at his side was Prince Carl Philip, who like
his father wore a military uniform. Meanwhile, Queen Silvia,
Crown Princess Victoria, and her husband, Prince Daniel, waved to
the crowd from a balcony. Carl Gustaf became king in 1973 at the
age of 27, succeeding his grandfather, Gustav VI, and taking the
motto “For Sweden—with the times.” Traditionally, 65 has been
the age of retirement in Sweden, but the king has said that he has
no plans to slow down.
How ham it is: Do we still want pig farms in Sweden? Or will we
import pork from countries whose animal protection is a lot worse
than ours? Politicians, decision makers, and consumers, it is time for
us to decide how we would like it! That is what Annika Bergman,
chairwoman of Sweden’s Pig Entrepreneurs Organization, wrote in a
statement. Pork production in Sweden is in a sharp downturn right
now, and during the first three months of this year, more than 100
pig farmers have quit the profession.
Opinions expressed are not those of the Swedish Cultural Center.

Nordic
Heritage
Museum
Invites Us!

T

he Nordic Heritage
Museum’s new
exhibition, 17 Swedish
Designers, highlights the
work of 17 progressive
young women working in
contemporary industrial
and interior design. It
runs June 3 through
August 21. SCC members
are invited to a special exhibition preview on Thursday, June 2, from 6 to 8 p.m. Swedish graphic designer and illustrator Lotta Kühlhorn, one
of the artists featured in the exhibition, will be present at the reception. Kühlhorn will also be at the Museum on Friday, June 3, at 10:30 a.m.
for a “Meet the Designer” coffee, talk, and exhibition walkthrough.
The Nordic Heritage Museum also invites SCC members for the 17th Annual Raoul Wallenberg Dinner on Tuesday, June 14. The evening begins
at 5:30 p.m. with distinguished guest speaker Hubert G. Locke Honorary Chair Ken Jacobsen, Washington state senator. The Museum annually
honors Wallenberg, the Swedish diplomat and humanitarian whose actions saved thousands of lives during World War II. Dr. Locke will reflect on
the character of those who risk personal safety to help others. The Museum is located at 3014 NW 67th in Seattle.
17Designerscardfront_rev.indd 1

swedishculturalcenter.org

5/23/11 11:27:37 AM
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Coming Events at the Swedish Cultural Center
Continued from p. 10
Wednesday, June 15. American Film.
A Small Act. Inspiring film about a Swedish woman’s
gift to a young African man. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Thursday, June 16.
New Member Reception.
We hope each new member will attend one of our
New Member Receptions. (If you missed the last
one, please come this time.) It’s a chance to meet
others who are new to the club, have a piece of
Ann-Margret’s famous princess torte, meet club
leaders, and hear about volunteer opportunities. 7
p.m. Please RSVP to tell us you’ll be there: 206-2831090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Wednesday, June 22. Finnish Film.
The Match Factory Girl. Aki Kaurismäki’s classic
black comedy. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation. Shown again
on Friday, June 24 at 2 p.m.

Volunteers?
We need volunteer help
cashiering at various special
events, including Friday
Happy Hours.
We always need help
with pancake breakfasts, including a volunteer
to call and e-mail the whole
corps of pancake volunteers
a week before each
breakfast to ask for specific
commitments.
To lend a hand on any of
these projects, e-mail info@
swedishculturalcenter.org or
call 206-283-1090.
Rentals available at
Swedish Cultural Center.
1920 Dexter Ave N., Seattle.
Call 206-283-1078 or visit
www.swedishculturalcenter.
org/Venues/venues.htm. If
you’ve been a member for
at least a year, you get a 20
percent discount.
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Thursday, June 23.
See the Sounders.
Attend a Sounders game with your Swedish club
friends! Watch new Swedish midfielder Erik Friberg.
We have a block of tickets in section 100 for the
Sounders vs. the New York Red Bulls, one of the
most popular teams in MLS, featuring French
superstar Thierry Henry and Swedish coach Hans
Backe. Tickets: $28 each by e-mailing, calling, or
dropping by. Sit with friends, and no extra charges
when you purchase through the club! 7 p.m. game.
206-283-1090 or rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org.
Friday, June 24.
Midsommar at the Club!

Wednesday, July 6.
Members & Friends Dinner.
Representatives from the Greater Tacoma Peace
Prize will tell us about their annual award, modeled
on the Nobel Peace Prize and given to those in the
local community who work for peace. Threecourse delicious meal by Chef Pidor for $18. RSVP
by Tuesday, July 5. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $22.
RSVP to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or
206-283-1090. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Wednesday, July 20.
American Film.

The Slender Thread. 1960s-era film partially filmed
in Ballard. 7:30 p.m. $5 donation.
Wednesday, Aug. 3.
Members & Friends Dinner.
What’s more Swedish than singing? Our Svea Male
Chorus will lead us in a sing-along. Three-course
delicious meal by Chef Pidor for $18. RSVP by
Tuesday, Aug. 2. Late RSVPs and walk-ins $22. RSVP
to rsvp@swedishculturalcenter.org or 206-2831090. Social hour 5:30, dinner 6:30.
Sunday, Aug. 7.
Swedish Pancakes.
Yes, we will have a pancake breakfast in August!
Music and dancing, plus authentic Swedish pancakes, ham, lingonberries, and all the right fixin’s. $9
guests, $6 SCC members, $5 children 5–12. 8 a.m.
until 1:30 p.m. Stay for genealogy help afterward in
the SFHS offices.
Wednesday, Aug. 17.
American Film.

Celebrate the quintessential Swedish holiday—midsummer! Ann-Margaret and Malin will make us a
midsommar smörgåsbord of herring and everything
else to make us feel like we’re in Sweden! $25 for the
smörgåsbord and live music. Sounders player Erik
Friberg will be here to greet SCC members and
their kids. Come around 4 p.m. to help decorate the
midsommarstång and stay for dinner and dancing.

It Happened at the World’s Fair. With Elvis Presley.
7:30 p.m. $5 donation.

Monday, July 4.
Fourth of July at the Club.

Friday, Nov. 4. Viking Lecture.
Prof. Kenneth Harl returns to talk on “Markets and
Coins in the Viking Age.”

Best view in town, reserved parking, deluxe picnic
buffet, music, and entertainment for everyone.
Reservations required: 206-523-9570.

MARK YOUR CALENDARS!
Saturday, Sept. 10. Crayfish Party with
SWEA.
Saturday, Sept. 24. SCC Annual Auction.
“Seattle in the ’60s.”

Saturday & Sunday, Nov. 5 & 6.
SCC Holiday Bazaar.
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